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of a depressed class dwelling or under a pipal tree one often
finds a number of carved or unhewn stones. Some of these
represent godlings while others represent the abodes of the
spirits of dead ancestors. Especially necessary is it to take care
of certain dangerous spirits. There is a widespread belief
amongst our illiterate masses including the depressed classes
that the spirits of those dying a violent death are dangerous and
must needs be propitiated. This is usually done by providing
an abode for the spirit in the form of carved or unhewn stones
and by making sacrifices and other offerings on suitable
occasions. The reverence paid to stones is the outcome of
their belief in the necessity of propitiating the bhut or soul of
the departed. It is belief in the doctrine of soul-matter. Besides
these, the worship of snakes, of the Sun and the Moon, of Gan-
wan (village goddess) or Dihwan are characteristic features
of the beliefs of most of the castes. It should be mentioned in
this connexion that the cult of snakes, the worship of a mother
goddess/ and the worship of the Sun and the Moon are not
attributable to 'Aryan ' invaders but were * probably brought in
by earlier invaders of Mediterranean or Armenoid Race speak-
ing no doubt a Dravidian language, whose religion must also be
associated with fertility cults, phallic symbols, the Devdasi cult
and probably human sacrifice.'2

There is amongst the depressed classes a widespread belief
in magic, both white and black. This is not, however, confined
to these people but is shared by all the more ignorant classes in
our country. Places like cremation grounds, deserts, empty
houses, are supposed to be infested with evil spirits. Illness is
invariably attributed to the wrath of some deota who is usually
propitiated by sacrificing a fowl or a sheep. In the case of chil-
dren almost every malady is attributed to nazar or the influence
of evil eye. It is not children alone who have to be protected
against nazar, but property and animals as well. There are
several ways of counteracting nazar. Thus movable property
may be marked with black spots ; while a house may be protec-
ted by placing a blackened earthen pot ,in the courtyard. The
beads hung round the necks of cattle are primarily for warding
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